APPENDIX  II

and fifteen birds were collected, besides a number of mammals
and specimens of other orders.

Unfortunately, on his final journey this year, Mr. Thomas
had no one with him who could skin birds, and, although he
brought back interesting collections of other orders, birds were
only represented by two eagle's eggs which he took from a nest
at Hadh, Mazarig (Central Sands). These eggs I have carefully
compared with those of all the likely birds of prey in our collection,
and though identification by eggs alone is very risky, I think
that they probably belong to the Abyssinian Tawny Eagle,
Aquila rapax raptor.

Corpus corax ruficollis. Brown-necked Raven.

Apparently the Brown-necked Raven was not common, and
the only specimen brought back was an abnormally coloured
example from Ramlat Mugshin on the edge of the sands on
3 ist January.

Rhinocorax rhipidurus. Fan-tailed Raven.

On -i 9th January a female Raven was shot by Mr. Thomas at
Hailat ash Shisur (1080 feet). The skin was hurriedly removed
and a perfectly formed egg was found in the oviduct. As there
was no time to skin out the head and wings, this was delayed
till the next camp was reached, but in the absence of a lamp for
the night's operations, and the need to make an early morning
start, the feathers began to slip before it could be attended to
and the skin had to be thrown away. The egg, however, was
kept, and this I have compared with others in the Museum Collec-
tion, and consider that in all probability it belongs to the above
species. Furthermore, when I showed Mr. Thomas skins of
the Fan-tailed Raven and the Brown-necked Raven, he assured
me that the former was the bird that was met with oftener than
the latter.

Argya squamiceps squamiceps. Brown Babbler.

The true squamiceps came from Akaba in North Arabia, and
it is also found in Palestine, Muscat (Mills, Jayakar and Cox),
and the Oman Peninsula (Lees).
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